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President’s Report VS AGM 2020

NICE Guidelines

COVID 19

-First surge, first recovery, future

Workforce Committee 

VS Council



Section

Louis Fligelstone

ASM Chair 2020
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Challenges

Covid 19

Uncertainty – no crystal ball

Risks

• Reputation

• £££

• No CPD/CME for 2020!!
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Multiple options

Virtual meeting

Good platform, great dress rehearsals…

Rough start

Team pulling it together

Doing better

Please remember…
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Honorary Secretary’s report

Sophie Renton
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Elections

President Elect for 2022

1. Rachel Bell

New Council members

1. Lucy Wales

2. Sadasivam Selvakumar

3. Kaji Sritharan
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Executive team

1. Arun Pherwani – Audit and Quality

2. Marcus Brook – Honorary secretary



In memoriam
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MOHAN KUMAR ADISESHIAH MA MS FRCP FRCS
Pioneering aortic endovascular surgeon

Emeritus consultant vascular surgeon

University College London Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

Born in 1941 

Qualified: Westminster Medical School (1965)

Died: April 2020

Cause of Death: SARS-2 COVID-19
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Anthony ‘Tony’ David Barry Chant, 

Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Southampton, Hampshire. 

Qualified St Bartholomew’s Hospital 1964; 

Died from pneumonia on 20th February 2020 
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Mr Neil Hulton FRCS Consultant Vascular Surgeon

The Royal Oldham Hospital (1989-2012). 

Died 30th September 2020 



Treasurer’s Report 2020 

Andrew Garnham
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Headlines

• No Increase in Subscriptions

• Reduction Income ASM 2018 improved 2019

• Uncertainty 2020 on line ASM with covid

• Investment profit warnings in year 

• Still some room to increase gift aid
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Finances Committed

£ 20,000 Lind Alliance on going

£ 45,000 Special interest groups

£ 70,000 2 year QIP fellow

£70,000 2 year QIP fellow agreed

£60,000 Joint 2 year Education Fellow RCS Ed

£ 76,500 3 years SSL funding 3 posts

£271,500

Journal Start up

£60,000 3 year project

331,500
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Balances

Cash at Bank £ 705,303

Investments A £ 224,442

B £ 114,929

Total £ 1,044,674

Committed £ 331,500

Reserves £ 713,174
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Circulation Foundation

Communications project

Cost £ 7467

Office hours 7/week £ 13488

Legacy £ 10,000



Audit and QI Committee Report

Mr Jon Boyle

VS AGM November 2020



Annual Report, surgeon level reports published 12th November

• https://www.vsqip.org.uk/reports/2020-annual-report/

Covid-19 Short Report

• https://www.vsqip.org.uk/reports/nvr-2020-short-report-on-covid-19/

AAA data-set changes to include device information and re-intervention

PAD-QIF

https://www.vsqip.org.uk/reports/2020-annual-report/
https://www.vsqip.org.uk/reports/nvr-2020-short-report-on-covid-19/


2017 2018 2019 Total

Audit procedures 4,286 3,771 3,445 11,502

Expected 

procedures

4,401 4,032 3,674 12,107

Estimated case-

ascertainment

97% 94% 94% 95%

% EVAR 68% 64% 61% 64%



Weekly (Sun-Sat) number of procedures in NHS vascular units from 5 January to 1 August 2020, by 

procedure type. The red line denotes the week of 15-21 March.
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Thank members for completing data in real time

Vital data, that helped VS and commissioners plan service restoration and 

provide advice to members

Recognise concerns around surgeon level outcomes in COVID era and working 

to mitigate these with NVR team and HQIP



Capture device information at implant

Longer-term outcomes of revision or re-intervention

AAA dataset changes went live July 2020 for initial 6-month pilot





RCS /CF Fellow, Penny Birmpili commenced February 2020

11 Early Adopting centres came together at RCS in October Workshop 2019 to 

share ideas and good practice

Two Webinars May and October 2020



QI Resources

• https://www.vsqip.org

.uk/resources/quality-

improvement/

Twitter 

https://www.vsqip.org.uk/resources/quality-improvement/


Mr Arun Pherwani



2020 Education and Training 

Committee report
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ASPIRE 1 / 2 June 2020 Education Committee/ 

Rouleaux/ BSET – Location tba

ASPIRE 3 September 2020 Mr T Beckitt Bristol

ASPIRE 4 June 2020 Mr P Coughlin Cambridge

ASPIRE 5 1-3/04/2020 Miss A Murray  Birmingham

ASPIRE 6 June 2020 Mr P Coughlin Cambridge

ASPIRE 7 3-4/02/2020 Prof Ian Chetter Hull

ASPIRE 8 4-5/02/2020 Mr Keith Jones Frimley Park



Zoom Webinars 8pm – 9.15pm Monday evenings

26 Webinars delivered and recordings available on the VS 

website

Topics are Supplementary to the ASPIRE courses but 

directly relate to the curriculum

Large audience numbers throughout and excellent 

feedback

Collaboration with the BSET education Committee

Very grateful to the time and efforts of all the faculty 

members

ASPIRE DIGITAL
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Other courses/events we have managed to run

2nd Vascular Access Course – March 2020

Convenor- Karim El Sakka

Excellent feedback

Zoom meeting for the ST1 trainees

Zoom -FRCS preparation for Non NTNs

So you want to be a Vascular Surgeon

Postponed

Amputation Course

An introduction to Ultrasound Course
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2021 Challenges

How to catch up on the postponed ASPIRE?

How to adapt ASPIRE moving forwards?

How to utilise ASPIRE Digital

Support Implementation of the Curriculum

Development of MCR

Provide CESR group educational sessions

Re-explore Opportunities of post CCT fellowships

Explore opportunities for Vascular Consultant 

education

Please do feedback 

your thoughts and 

opinions to the 

Committee

We have delayed 

the committee 

meeting until after 

the ASM 



At this time please do look to 

maximise all training 

opportunities

Vascular Society / 

Circulation 

Foundation 

collaboration with 

RCS of Edinburgh

Educational Research 

Fellow appointed



Annual Report – Research Committee

Professor Ian Chetter
Chair of Surgery, HYMS / University of Hull

VSGBI ASM
November 2020



Priority setting projects

• Clinicians – accepted by BJS open 

• Patients

1st round identified 133 research questions for prioritization

Research committee Annual report 2020

 Access e.g. AVF, fistula, dialysis 15 questions

 Amputation 9 questions

 Aortic e.g. AAA, Aortic Aneurysm 24 questions

 Carotid e.g. stroke, TIA 10 questions

 Diabetic Foot 7 questions

 PAD Peripheral Arterial Disease, Claudication, CLI Critical Limb Ischaemia 9 questions

 Venous e.g. DVT, varicose veins  22 questions

 Wounds e.g. leg ulcer 12 questions

 Service organization 25 questions



Priority setting projects

• Patients

2nd round opened 05/11/20 - 156 responses to date

70 patients for workshops / PPI groups

Will close 31/12/20

Analysis & results by end Feb 2021

9 Special Interest Groups

• All established with full membership

• Research portfolios - £18m; Applications - £7m

• JLA work; combine clinician & patient priorities using JLA methodology -

combined subspeciality priority list

• Develop core outcome sets - ?include on NVR

3 new SSLs appointed

• Matt Bown, Dan Carradice, George Smith

• Translation research, Devices / Technology, Academic training

Research committee Annual report 2020



Fellowships

• RCS Eng / Circulation Foundation

Penny Birmpili – PAD QIF impact on CLI outcomes

2nd fellow due to start 2021

• RCS Ed / Circulation Foundation

Fiona Kerray – Evaluating and optimizing ”Human Factors” content in 

ASPIRE courses

Vascular Journal

• Survey of UK vascular societies

• 359 responses 

• 67% were in support of new journal

Quarterly & on line

Mixed content (BMJ format)

• 54% happy to be reviewers

Research committee Annual report 2020



Circulation Foundation Report

VS AGM Wednesday 25th November



45

www.circulationfoundation.org.uk

Introduction

• Tricky year for all charities

• Most of our sponsored events postponed

• Vitality half marathon went ahead

• Pushed ahead with changes to the website

• Success with Claudication infographic

• Development of the Ambassadors role

• Launch of The Body Walk

• Appointment of a research fellow.

http://www.circulationfoundation.org.uk/
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Thank you so much for volunteering

Anyone interested please visit the website www.circulationfoundation.org.uk

CF Ambassadors

• Hayley Holloway

• Kathryn Navickas

• Suzanne Gadden

• Sean Pymer

• Amy Harwood

• Emily Packer

• Sharron Trouth

• Yapping Lian

• Robin Calderwood

• Martin Griffiths

• Simon Neequaye

• Muhammad Kabeer

• Kirsty Palmer

• Magdy Moawad

• Emma Wilton

• Michael Jenkins

• Gareth Harrison

• Craig Irvine

• Marcus Brookes

• Anna-Marie Gardescu

• Sivaram Penmrath

• Kate Donovan

• Charlene Dowdall

• Suzanne Davies

• Lois O’Brien
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Sign up to join ‘The Body Walk’ - www.circulationfoundation.org.uk

The Body Walk

 Challenge to walk, run, cycle or swim the 

60,000 miles of the human circulation

 Use it as an opportunity to increase public 

awareness & understanding

 Raise some money for the charity

 Walked 2670 miles so far

 Monies raised £5172
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Goals for 2021

 Get our Ambassadors up & running

 Get back online with our usual sponsored events

 Increase the patient education resource on the website

 Get closer to reaching our target of 60,000 miles for The Body Walk

 Encourage more people to get involved to make the charity more 

accessible and useful to our patients & to yourselves


